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Forthcoming hearings in November 2021

The European Court of Human Rights will be holding the following two hearings in November 2021:

L.B. v. Hungary (application no. 36345/16), concerning the tax authorities’ publishing of the 
applicant’s personal data on the Internet for failure to pay his taxes;

Ukraine and the Netherlands v. Russia (nos. 8019/16, 43800/14 and 28525/20), concerning events 
in eastern Ukraine, including the downing of Flight MH17. 

After these hearings the Court will begin its deliberations, which will be held in private. Its ruling in 
the cases will, however, be made at a later stage. A limited number of seats are available for the 
press in the hearing room. To be sure of a place, you need to book in advance by contacting the Press 
Unit at echrpress@echr.coe.int.

On 3 November 2021 at 9.15 a.m.: Grand Chamber hearing in the case L.B. v. 
Hungary (application no. 36345/16)
The applicant is a Hungarian national who was born in 1966 and lives in Budapest.

In January 2016 the National Tax and Customs Authority published the applicant’s personal details 
on a list of tax defaulters on its website, as provided for under the relevant domestic law in respect 
of those individuals whose tax arrears and debts exceeded 10 million Hungarian forints. The 
information published included the applicant’s name, home address, tax identification number and 
the amount of unpaid tax which he owed. 

He subsequently also appeared on a list of “major tax defaulters” on the tax authorities’ website, 
while an online media outlet produced an interactive map of tax defaulters indicating his home 
address with a red dot.

The application was lodged with the European Court of Human Rights on 7 June 2016.

Relying on Article 8 (right to respect for private and family life and the home) of the European 
Convention on Human Rights, the applicant alleges that the publication of his name and other 
details on the Tax Authority’s website for his failure to comply with his tax obligations was not 
necessary in a democratic society and infringed his right to private life. He submits that the main 
reason behind the Hungarian legislative policy of making the data available was public shaming.

In its Chamber judgment of 12 January 2021, the Court held, by five votes to two, that there had 
been no violation of Article 8 of the European Convention.

On 31 May 2021 the Grand Chamber Panel accepted the applicant’s request that the case be 
referred to the Grand Chamber1.

1.  Under Article 43 of the European Convention on Human Rights, within three months from the date of a Chamber judgment, any party 
to the case may, in exceptional cases, request that the case be referred to the 17-member Grand Chamber of the Court. In that event, a 
panel of five judges considers whether the case raises a serious question affecting the interpretation or application of the Convention or 
its protocols, or a serious issue of general importance, in which case the Grand Chamber will deliver a final judgment. If no such question 
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On 24 November 2021 at 9.15 a.m.: Grand Chamber hearing on admissibility in 
the case Ukraine and the Netherlands v. Russia (nos. 8019/16, 43800/14 and 
28525/20)
This case encompasses three inter-State applications, namely:

Ukraine v. Russia (re Eastern Ukraine) (application no. 8019/16) concerning Ukraine’s allegations of 
violations of the European Convention on Human Rights by Russia resulting from the conflict in 
eastern Ukraine in 2014. It raises complaints under several Articles, including Article 2 (right to life), 
Article 3 (prohibition of torture and inhuman or degrading treatment), Article 5 (right to liberty and 
security) and Article 10 (freedom of expression) of the European Convention on Human Rights. The 
application dates from 2014 (the original application, including complaints about the events in 
Crimea in 2014, was lodged on 13.03.2014). See press releases of 26.11.2014 and 01.10.2015.

On 7 May 2018 the Chamber dealing with the application decided to relinquish jurisdiction in favour 
of the Grand Chamber2. See press release of 09.05.2018. 

Ukraine v. Russia (II) (no. 43800/14) lodged on 13 June 2014. It concerns the alleged abduction of 
three groups of children in eastern Ukraine between June and August 2014 and their temporary 
transfer to Russia. The Government of Ukraine complain that the abductions and illegal border-
crossings were in violation of Articles  3 (prohibition of torture and inhuman or degrading 
treatment), 5 (right to liberty and security), 8 (right to respect for private life) and Article 2 of 
Protocol No. 4 (freedom of movement) to the Convention. See press releases of 26.11.2014 and 
01.10.2015.

The Netherlands v. Russia (no. 28525/20) lodged on 10 July 2020. It concerns the shooting down on 
17 July 2014 of Malaysia Airlines flight MH17 over eastern Ukraine, killing 298 persons, including 196 
Dutch nationals. The Government of the Netherlands allege that the Russian Government were 
responsible for the deaths and failed to investigate them, in breach of Articles 2 (right to life), 3 
(prohibition of prohibition of torture and inhuman or degrading treatment) and 13 (right to an 
effective remedy) of the Convention. See press release of 15.07.2020.

On 27 November 2020 the Grand Chamber in inter-State application Ukraine v. Russia (re Eastern 
Ukraine), no. 8019/16, decided to join to that application the two inter-State applications, Ukraine v. 
Russia (II), no. 43800/14, and The Netherlands v. Russia, no. 28525/20, which were pending before a 
Chamber. This decision was taken in accordance with Rules 42 § 1 and 71 § 1 of the Court’s Rules of 
Court in the interests of the efficient administration of justice. See press release of 04.12.2020.

Aside from the joined case, there are currently four other inter-State applications and over 8,500 
individual applications pending before the Court concerning the events in Crimea, eastern Ukraine 
and the Sea of Azov. See press release of 17.12.2018 with regard to the Court’s processing of the 
individual applications. Among the individual applications are the cases Ayley and Others v. Russia 
(no. 25714/16), Angline and Others v. Russia (no. 56328/18) and Ioppa v. Ukraine and 3 Other 
applications (no. 73776/14) lodged by relatives of people who were killed in the MH17 disaster. 

For further information, see the Q & A on Inter-State cases.

or issue arises, the panel will reject the request, at which point the judgment becomes final. Otherwise Chamber judgments become final 
on the expiry of the three-month period or earlier if the parties declare that they do not intend to make a request to refer.
2.  Under Article 30 of the European Convention on Human Rights, "Where a case pending before a Chamber raises a serious question 
affecting the interpretation of the Convention or the Protocols thereto, or where the resolution of a question before the Chamber might 
have a result inconsistent with a judgment previously delivered by the Court, the Chamber may, at any time before it has rendered its 
judgment, relinquish jurisdiction in favour of the Grand Chamber".
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This press release is a document produced by the Registry. It does not bind the Court. Decisions, 
judgments and further information about the Court can be found on www.echr.coe.int. To receive 
the Court’s press releases, please subscribe here: www.echr.coe.int/RSS/en or follow us on Twitter 
@ECHR_CEDH.

Press contacts
echrpress@echr.coe.int | tel: +33 3 90 21 42 08

Tracey Turner-Tretz (tel : + 33 3 88 41 35 30)
Denis Lambert (tel : + 33 3 90 21 41 09)
Inci Ertekin (tel : + 33 3 90 21 55 30)
Neil Connolly (tel : + 33 3 90 21 48 05)
Jane Swift (tel : + 33 3 88 41 29 04)

The European Court of Human Rights was set up in Strasbourg by the Council of Europe Member 
States in 1959 to deal with alleged violations of the 1950 European Convention on Human Rights.
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